WHO HAS WISDOM?

by: Ron Griffin

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” (James 1:5 NKJV).  

Who has not been in a situation in which the answer was not easy?  Often in life we are perplexed beyond reason and the answer eludes us like the wind.  The Bible says that when it comes to wisdom (“understanding, skillful reason”) we should turn to God and ask for it; and it will be given. 


How?  Does God answer our prayer by simply giving us a wise heart and mind as He did with Solomon? (l Kings 4:29).  Consider what else the Bible has to say:  “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His commandments.  His praise endures forever.” (Psalm 111:10).

Fear does not carry with it the idea of being afraid but of being respectful with reverence (Hebrew: “yirah” - Young’s Concordance).  We are to “... Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is man's all.” (Eccl 12:13b).  It would appear that fearing God and doing God’s will is synonymous.  We gain wisdom when we do God’s will.

"From where then does wisdom come?  And where is the place of understanding?  It is hidden from the eyes of all living, And concealed from the birds of the air. ... God understands its way, And He knows its place. ... And to man He said, 'Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, And to depart from evil is understanding'. "  (Job 28:20-21, 23, 28)

When we are able to give up our own understanding and consider the wisdom of God, then we truly have wisdom.  All things must be put into perspective.  We often seek wisdom for the small things of life and overlook what true wisdom is all about.  It is the over-all scheme of life; the true purpose of life.  It is not what clothes to wear each day but it is the inward apparel of a good and honest heart (l Peter 3:3-4).  It is not what house to buy but it is what I do with the house of my soul (l Corinthians 3:16-17).  It is not what automobile to drive but it is what drives me everyday to seek righteousness (Matthew 6:33).

“Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” (1 Corinthians 1:25).  Obviously the wisdom from above is not what humanity considers wisdom.  Our world measures wisdom mostly in terms of material, not spiritual, success.  True wisdom is from doing God’s will as it is revealed in the gospel (l Corinthians 1:18-31).  When we seek that wisdom we will find it (Matthew 7:7) as it only comes from the “Father of lights” (James 1:17).

Now, who is wise among you?  (read James 3:13-18)  ---rdg---
