REPENTANCE

by: Ron Griffin


Repentance is expected of everyone (2 Peter 3:9).  The reason for this is because we all sin and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).


In application of this we discover that often people do not know what repentance is.  First, let us understand what repentance is not.  Repentance is not only:



1. Saying we are sorry for what we have done.  We can be sorry for reasons 



other than offering repentance toward God (2 Corinthians 7:9-10)



2. Changing our behavior.  People change their behavior for reasons other than 




repentance (i.e.: an alcoholic quits drinking for health reasons).



3. "Coming forward" before the church.  This is akin to number one.  When one 




"comes forward" to confess sin that is not necessarily repentance.



4. Making restitution.  We can make restitution for something without 



repenting (i.e.: commanded by a court of law to make restitution).



5. Praying.  The self-righteous Pharisee prayed without repentance (Luke 18:10-



14).


However, in learning about what repentance is, we learn that it may include all of the above.  When we repent we will express sorrow to those we have offended, both God and man (2 Corinthians 7:11).  We will change our behavior (Matthew 21:28-30).  We will confess our sins to those we have offended (l John 1:9; Matthew 18:15; James 5:16).  We will make restitution to those we have defrauded (Luke 19:8).  We will pray and ask God's forgiveness (Acts 8:20-22).


Repentance produces noticeable fruit (Matthew 3:8).  Consider Second Corinthians chapter seven and verse eleven.  When Paul observed the Corinthians repentance he talked about the fruit of repentance producing "diligence ... clearing of yourselves ... indignation ... fear ... vehement desire ... zeal ... vindication."  We see in this a definite change in their attitudes and behaviors.  It was obvious how they were not slack in setting the record straight or, as Paul said, "you proved yourselves to be clear in this matter" with both man and God.


So also we will see today the change in a person’s attitude and life when repentance is in the heart.  When we repent we will do whatever is necessary to clear ourselves.  We should regret what we have done in offense to both God and man but we will not regret any action we take to repent (2 Corinthians 7:10).  Let us all understand what repentance is.  ---rdg---

