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The church of Christ is not a name; it is a designation.  It tells to whom the church belongs, just as “the house of J. Doe” does not name the house but designates its owner.

Jesus said, “I will build my church” (Matthew 16:18).  Paul wrote, “the churches of Christ salute you” (Romans 16:16).  No where in the scripture is the church named, but there was “the church of God at Corinth” (l Corinthians 1:2); “the churches of Galatia” (Galatians 1:2); “the church of the Thessalonians” (l Thessalonians 1:1).  These verses tell us of the location of these churches that belong to Christ.

The church consists of the saved (Acts 2:47; Ephesians 5:23).  When one is a baptized believer, that one is added to the church by the Lord (Acts 2:41-47) and it is never mentioned in scripture of one joining the church of one’s choice.  When the scripture mentions of one joining the church (Acts 9:26) it was because a saved individual sought the fellowship of a local church with which to worship and work.  He was already a member of the church of Christ.

Jesus purchased the church with His blood (Acts 20:28).  This is easily understood when one understands that by the blood of Christ we are saved (Matthew 26:28) and the church consists of saved individuals.  The logical equation may look like this: Jesus shed His life blood upon the cross = salvation for people = saved in His church = His blood purchased His church.

No one may therefore rightly “name” the church after oneself, or any other person, since it belongs to the one who purchased it - Jesus Christ.  Men throughout the reformation period have named THEIR churches by various titles, and this should instantly tell one that they are following men and not Christ.  Jesus did not purchase the Christian Church (it belongs to Him, not us), He did not give it to John the “Baptist,” nor is it Luther’s or of the Presbytery.  We must be of Christ and not of men (Galatians 1:10).

We of the church of Christ which meets at 1028 N. 32nd Street in Paducah, Kentucky invite you to investigate us in light of what the Bible teaches concerning salvation, the work and organization of the church, godly living and all doctrine.  If we fail to conform to Bible teaching in any of these areas we sincerely ask you to show us our error that we might correct anything that is amiss.  If we conform to Bible teaching won’t you join us in fellowship of the work of the church of Christ as you also conform to the teaching of the Bible?   ---rdg---

