WALKING BY THE SAME RULE
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"Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind" (the apostle Paul: Philippians 3:16).  Paul has been talking about spiritual maturity (verses 12-15).  He noted that he had not reached perfection but that he kept on reaching forward "for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus."  Perfection will be reached when we receive the reward God has for the redeemed (l Peter 1:3-9).


"Nevertheless" he begins in our text.  Although we may not reach perfection when we would like upon this earth, yet we can see things alike - "be of the same mind."  What is the key to this?  "Walk by the same rule."

We all should understand what it means to have the same rule.  Regardless of the sport or game, if we engage in a contest of brain or brawn, we must have rules by which to play.  Can you imagine two baseball teams taking the field with different sets of rules?  Suppose one team wants to play by American football rules and the other by European soccer rules.  We would see right away that the contest would be nothing like what we would expect at a baseball game!  To have a successful contest they would need to play by mutually agreed upon baseball rules.


The same is true in religion.  We cannot practice the same religion if we go by different rules.  We all have our own concept of what religion should be and therefore we are divided.  The reason why people don't like to discuss religion or politics is because they perceive there to be no rules of discussion.  It's all relative, therefore each person does or votes as each desires.  But Paul, in our text, is admonishing us to have the same rule religiously and to thereby be of the same mind.


The "rule" he refers to here is the inspired word of God (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  This is the word of the gospel that was preached throughout the world (l Peter 1:25; Colossians 1:23).  His claim was that when we read we may understand the rules just as he under-stood them (Ephesians 3:4).  Unquestionably there is some difficulty involved in some areas and it takes considerable study at times.  But the point is we all have the same rule book if we will only follow it.  Unity is dependent upon us walking by the same rule and practicing some patience and tolerance as people grow in learning (Ephesians 4:1-6).  Walking by the same rule is the only way we can have unity in the religious world today.  ---rdg---

